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PALAZZO MARINO. PIERO DELLA FRANCESCA WILL BE THE FOCUS OF THE EXHIBITION HELD IN SALA ALESSI DURING THE NEXT CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

 “The Virgin of Mercy”, a painting from Sansepolcro, the artist’s birthplace, will be on display in Sala Alessi from the 6th December 2016 through the 8th January 2017

This year again, the Municipality of Milan has renewed its traditional Christmas rendezvous with great art in Palazzo Marino: from the 6th December 2016 through the 8th January 2017, one of the greatest Renaissance masterpieces – The Virgin of Mercy by Piero della Francesca – will be on show in Sala Alessi. It features the central altarpiece of the polyptych carrying the same name held at the Municipal Museum of Sansepolcro, the birthplace of this Tuscan Master.

There are many reasons why this event is so meaningful: first of all, its absolute value, since it is one of the mainstays of Italian Renaissance art, as well as the first documented work by Piero della Francesca. It features the central altarpiece of the Misericordia polyptych, painted by Piero for the Confraternita della Misericordia of Sansepolcro between 1445 and 1462. Following recent and demanding restoration works, the polyptych has been restored to its original conditions and fully reconstructed in the Municipal Museum of Sansepolcro, as it originally looked before being taken apart and separated back in the 17th century. 
Further, the Virgin of Mercy – conventionally portraying the Virgin Mary as she opens her cloak to shelter worshippers, according to the medieval tradition of the ‘sheltering cloak’ – also marks the conclusion, from an iconographic point of view, of the Year dedicated to the Jubilee of Mercy. 
At the same time, this work is a clear example of modernity in Piero della Francesca’s artistic research, making him a real ‘giant’ of Italian Renaissance art for his perspective and Divine proportion studies.

The Municipality has once again opted for a great masterpiece coming from a small town, from the so called ‘lesser’ Italy, where so many outstanding, and yet not enough renowned, works of art are preserved. Indeed, the Adoration of the Shepherds by Rubens – the main protagonist of last Christmas holidays –  came from Fermo. Conversely, this year’s masterpiece is from Sansepolcro, the birthplace of both Piero della Francesca and Luca Pacioli, whose 500 years anniversary of his death will be celebrated next year.

“In this year dedicated by the Pope to Mercy – pointed out the Mayor of Milan, Mr. Giuseppe Sala – Milan will host “The Virgin of Mercy” by Piero della Francesca. It will be a great opportunity for all citizens of Milan not only to delight in a wonderful painting, but also to begin some inner reflections in preparation of the forthcoming visit of Pope Francis to Milan on the 25th March 2017. With the first work by Piero della Francesca on show in Palazzo Marino, Milan citizens will be able to follow an ideal path on the traces of this Master, from Intesa Sanpaolo’s Gallerie d’Italia and Museo Poldi Pezzoli, to Brera, where another great masterpiece by Piero della Francesca is kept. This opportunity is the result of our collaboration with Sansepolcro, the birthplace of Piero della Francesca, that has lent out his first work to Milan and where the painting "Boy Bitten by a Lizard " by Caravaggio will be on show as of the 7th February 2017. 










After last year’s collaboration with Fermo, this is yet another occasion to highlight the importance of different Italian regions joining forces to best leverage our unparalleled art heritage”.
 
“Sansepolcro and Milan – said Sansepolcro’s Mayor, Mr Mauro Cornioli – are players in a long, finally reconnected history. Sansepolcro has partnered up with the Municipality of Milan for the promotion of our town’s artistic and cultural heritage. Milan is today the only city in Italy with a really international outlook. Our agreement with Milan aims to open up and better divulge our own art heritage to a much wider and international public. Exhibitions, exchanges of works of art, and other cultural synergies are at the basis of this operation, which is going to significantly spur our tourism industry”.

“Being able to appreciate all the art treasures of our Italian towns and cities, as well as to capitalise on our unique domestic heritage is one of the key objectives Intesa Sanpaolo has always aimed to achieve with our Progetto Cultura” – stated Mr Michele Coppola, Intesa Sanpaolo’s Head of Cultural Activities. Gallerie d’Italia, the Bank’s museum, is also on Piazza della Scala, close to Palazzo Marino. During the same period of The Virgin of Mercy’s exhibit, an important exhibition will be held here – and for the first time in Milan – of the great Venetian masters Bellotto and Canaletto. Therefore, during the Christmas holidays, the city of Milan will be offered the opportunity to enjoy two extraordinary periods in Italian art, i.e. both Renaissance and 18th century Landscape and Veduta paintings, through the works of their most important interpreters, where rationality, light, and perspective prevail”.

“This is quite a special, thought-provoking gift, which speaks about art as well as contemplation – pointed out Mr Alberto Baldan, CEO of La Rinascente –, and makes us reflect not only on Pope Francis’ Jubilee Year of Mercy, but also on all Italian provinces, in particular those between Umbria and Marche so hardly hit by the recent earthquake, and where so many art treasures are kept. At the same time, it highlights Milan’s role as showcase of and megaphone for all these other places, which really deserve being discovered and visited”.

In addition, throughout the Virgin of Mercy’s exhibition, citizens of Milan and tourists alike will also have the opportunity to see another masterpiece by Piero della Francesca, exhibited within a stone’s throw from Palazzo Marino: namely, the highly famous Sacred Conversation, on show at Pinacoteca di Brera. Both paintings are excellent and telling examples of the Master’s breakthrough and incredibly modern artistic studies on geometric construction and space perspective. 
Another step in this ideal route along Piero della Francesca’s works is at Museo Poldi Pezzoli, in via Manzoni, where one of the four panels of the beautiful Agostinian polyptych is preserved. Painted by the artist in Sansepolcro between 1454 and 1469, it portrays San Nicola da Tolentino.
At the same time, this route can also be intended as a way to follow up the art of perspective, from Renaissance to Enlightenment times: in other words, studies on space and its representation through veduta. This is the focus of the exhibition ‘Bellotto and Canaletto. Astonishment and Light’, from the 25th November 2016 through the 5th March 2017 at Intesa San Paolo’s Gallerie d’Italia, also on Piazza Scala. 











The presence of the Pala della Misericordia in Milan marks the beginning of a collaboration between Milan and Sansepolcro, through the sharing of highly valuable artistic heritage relating to the works of Piero della Francesca.

Actually, the link between Milan and Sansepolcro is not only an ideal one. Even after the return of the Virgin of Mercy to Sansepolcro, their collaboration will continue with the ‘visit’ to Sansepolcro of a much renowned Milanese artist, Caravaggio, with its very famous painting “Boy Bitten by a Lizard”. The Fondazione di Studi di Storia dell’Arte Roberto Longhi is going to lend it out to the Tuscan town from the 7th February during the exhibition “Nel segno di Roberto Longhi”.

This exchange of works of art between Milan and Sansepolcro is just the beginning of a very special collaborative project, with another exhibition due to open in Sansepolcro on the 19th June 2017, for the 500 years anniversary of the death of Luca Pacioli. It will portray works by Luca and Leonardo da Vinci, and put together some original and exclusive works, such as Leonardo’s Head of Leda (coming from Castello Sforzesco’s collection) and a painting by Giampietrino, with a platonic solid drawn, on the back, by Leonardo for the “De divina proportione” (lent by Museo Poldi Pezzoli).

Curated by Andrea Di Lorenzo, Piero della Francesca’s exhibition in Palazzo Marino has been promoted by the Municipality of Milan and Palazzo Reale, and organised in collaboration with Città di Sansepolcro, and with the support of Intesa Sanpaolo and its Milan based museum Gallerie d’Italia. It has been sponsored by La Rinascente and organised by Civita. A scientific informative catalogue is published by Skira. The exhibition set up, curated by Migliore+Servetto Architects, is designed to further highlight the Virgin of Mercy’s deep and emblematic meaning.


































Information Sheet

Exhibition Duration
From the 6th December 2016 through the 8th January 2017

Venue
Milan, Palazzo Marino, Sala Alessi
Piazza della Scala 2
Free admission

Opening hours 
Every day from 9:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
(last admission at 7:30 p.m.)
Thursday from 9:30 to 10:30 p.m.
(last admission at 10:00 p.m.)

Early closing 
On 7th December the exhibition closes at 12:00 (last admission at 11:30 a.m.)
On 24th and 31th December 2016 the exhibition closes at 6:00 p.m.
(last admission at 5:30 p.m.)

Holidays
8th and 25th December, 1st and 6th January from 9:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (last admission at 7:30 p.m.)

Exhibition Information 
Tel. 800.167.619 
[bookmark: _GoBack]www.comune.milano.it
mostrapierodellafrancesca@civita.it
(From Monday to Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00)
Reservations available only for schools.
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Municipality of Milan
Elena Conenna 
+ 39 02 88453314
elenamaria.conenna@comune.Milan.it

Exhibition Press Office
Civita
Giulia Borroni
+ 39 02 43353527 
g.borroni@operalaboratori.com


Intesa Sanpaolo
Silvana Scannicchio
+ 39 02 87962641
silvana.scannicchio@intesasanpaolo.com
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Letizia Novali
+ 39 335 5757087	
letizia.novali@rinascente.it
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